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adfilmhelga1967On one hot
summer afternoon in a

warehouse in the Los Angeles
suburb of Van Nuys, a young

man in jeans and a T-shirt walks
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by an employee named Leah
and says, “Tina?” It’s the new
boyfriend, a jittery, Elvis-esque
teenager. I’ve just come to pick
up one of the cars we deliver.
Rather than climb into a shiny

new Toyota, he wants to explain
himself, to discuss the glow of a

movie star with someone in
charge of printing the poster.

The boyfriend is impressed that
the poster is finished; he points
out the typographical errors and
says that he’d like to be part of

this. He has heard about the
project, and he asks for a tour of

the warehouse, to meet the
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people who work here and
perhaps help us. I lead him
down the rows of perfectly

stacked cars. The boyfriend’s
eyes seem fixated on the

poster, at the red Mercedes and
the gold Audi, until he turns

toward a plain brown pickup and
he beams. We can’t find the
truck in the storeroom, but I

point him toward the scene set.
Welcome to the world of

cardboard, the boyfriend says,
sighing with relief. I promise him
a better one.After the boyfriend
has left, Leah explains that that
was the part of my job that she
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hates most. She calls the right
people and waits for the posters
to arrive, and she curses when

they’re sent to the wrong
address. Then she tracks down

the truck at the shop and leaves
it outside my door. I’ll have to

find time to fix it when my shift
ends, which will be in about 20
minutes. She follows me into

the hallway. She is very upset,
and her voice is like the buzzing
of a beehive. “Why did that kid
come over? I hate him. I’m so

tired of him. Why does he want
to be here?” After a while, I ask
her if she wants some coffee.
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Sometimes she falls asleep with
the radio on and it makes her

restless. I find an espresso
machine and put it on the

counter. I know better than to
offer coffee to someone who is
angry; the caffeine is addictive,

and it makes her jumpy, so I
focus on the clock. It’s time to

go home. I open the door a
crack, but the door pushes back.

It’s Leah, her face the color of
ashes. She tries to close it, but it

sticks, and she starts
screaming. Her voice wakes the

people in the truck; I imagine
them peering at the door with
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apprehension. One of them asks
whether she needs help. “It’s

fine,” she says. Her phone
beeps, and she checks the text.
It’s our copy shop, and they’re

apologizing profusely.
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